
WHAT ROLE DOES GEOGRAPHY PLAY IN THE CENSUS?

STUDENT VERSION

Activity Items
The following items are part of this activity and appear at the end of this student version.

• Item 1: Excerpt From Chapter 1 of the Geographic Areas Reference Manual

• Item 2: Standard Hierarchy of Census Geographic Entities

• Item 3: Examples of Census Tracts, Census Block Groups, and Census Blocks

Student Learning Objectives
• I will be able to work with other students to define different types of census geographic entities.

• I will be able to analyze three different types of census geographic entities.

• I will be able to determine how data from different census geographic entities might be useful.
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Your teacher will facilitate the first part of this activity, during which you will review Item 1: Excerpt From 
Chapter 1 of the Geographic Areas Reference Manual, participate in an interactive activity about key geography 
and census terms, then review Item 2: Standard Hierarchy of Census Geographic Entities.

Then, you will review Item 3: Examples of Census Tracts, Census Block Groups, and Census Blocks to answer 
the following questions:

1. How do these three types of census divisions compare with one another spatially — which is the largest in 
area, and which is the smallest?

2. How might data from these particular divisions be used, and by whom, based on what you learned in 
Item 1? Why is dividing geographic space in this way useful?

https://www.census.gov/schools
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Item 1: Excerpt From Chapter 1 of the Geographic Areas Reference Manual

https://www.census.gov/schools
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Item 1: Excerpt From Chapter 1 of the Geographic Areas Reference Manual (Continued)

https://www.census.gov/schools
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Item 1: Excerpt From Chapter 1 of the Geographic Areas Reference Manual (Continued)

https://www2.census.gov/geo/pdfs/reference/GARM/Ch1GARM.pdf

To view the item electronically, click on the link above and go to Pages 1–3.

https://www.census.gov/schools
https://www2.census.gov/geo/pdfs/reference/GARM/Ch1GARM.pdf
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Item 2: Standard Hierarchy of Census Geographic Entities

www.census.gov/content/dam/Census/data/developers/geoareaconcepts.pdf

To view the item electronically, click on the link above and go to Page 4.

Hierarchy of Census Geographic Entities

https://www.census.gov/schools
https://www.census.gov/content/dam/Census/data/developers/geoareaconcepts.pdf
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Item 3: Examples of Census Tracts, Census Block Groups, and Census Blocks

https://www.census.gov/schools
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Item 3: Examples of Census Tracts, Census Block Groups, and Census Blocks (Continued)

https://www.census.gov/schools


CENSUS.GOV/SCHOOLS GEOGRAPHY | PAGE 8

Item 3: Examples of Census Tracts, Census Block Groups, and Census Blocks (Continued)

https://www.census.gov/schools

